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Taxonomic and parasitological characterization of Hepatozoon parasitizing wild
boars in Japan
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We found that tick-borne protozoan parasite of the genus Hepatozoon is
widespread in wild boars in Japan, and described the species as Hepatozoon apri based on its
morphological and molecular characteristics. This is the first species of protozoan parasite of the
genus Hepatozoon to be detected and described from a hoofed animal, and phylogenetic analysis
suggests that it is endemic to wild boar, whose ancestor is a carnivore parasite.
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