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Ontogeny of syntactic capabilities in avian vocal communication
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Animal vocalizations have long been considered expression of the emotional
state of signalers. Syntax, a set of rules to combine words into well-formed complexes, has been
considered unique to humans. Previous studies showed that Japanese tits combine different meaningful

calls into call sequences according to an ordering rule, thereby conveying complex information to
conspecific receivers. In this study, I explore how young of Japanese tits develop their ability to
combine calls and to decode call sequences.
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