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Combination study of the optimal crude drugs to prevent interstitial pneumonia
with Scutellaria Root-containing Kampo formulae
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Final goal of this study is a development of a new Scutellaria
Root-containing Kampo medicine that can reduce side effects of Scutellaria Root to evaluate the
changes in the causal constituent contents and pulmonary and hepatic cytotoxicity by combining the
component crude drugs. As a result, we revealed that hepatotoxicity of Scutellaria Root can be
explained by the baicalin content, which was affected by the function of bile-excretion transporter
MRP2. Phellodendron Bark-, Coptis Rhizome-, or Gypsum-combinations decreased the baicalin contents
in extracts whereas Pinellia Tuber- or Ginger-combinations decreased. Additionally, Pinellia Tuber-
or Asiasarum Root-combinations showed the iIncreased hepatotoxicity that can not be explained by the
baicalin content.
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