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Infection-independent immunity mediated by a novel endogenious Toll ligand Spz5
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We demostrated that Spz5 works as a Toll ligand without clevage by protease
in Drosophila although Spz, a famous Toll ligand, needs activation by protease. And, dMyd88 was
identified as a signal transducer in the downstream of Spz5-Toll. However, we couldn®t show the
requirement of Spzb in infection-independent expression of antimicrobial peptides in larvae after
pinching, and the mechanism of infection-independenet immunity remains unclear. Instead of that, we
showed genetic interaction between Spz5 and Spz in the developmental process of Drosophila.
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