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We have clarified that osteocrin promotes skeletal growth and its mechanisms
are mediated by inhibiting NPR-C receptor, a clearance receptor of C-type natriuretic peptide
CNP), using osteocrin transgenic mice. Furthermore, we focused on neutral endopeptidase involving
clearance of CNP. Administration of a neutral endopeptidase inhibitor promoted skeletal growth of
wild-type mice as well as osteocrin. CNP has being developed as an agent of growth retardation and
skeletal disorders. The present investigation provides important findings that molecules related to
clearance of CNP has potential to be new therapeutic targets for them.
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