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Immunotherapeutic potential of CD4 and CD8 single-positive T cells in thymic
epithelial tumors

Yamamoto, Yoko
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Indications for current immune checkpoint inhibitors are expanding and now
include thymic epithelial tumors (TETs). Although clinical trials on immune checkpoint inhibitors
for TETs are ongoing, a rationale has not yet been established for immunotherapy for TETs.
Therefore, we herein performed phenotypic and functional analyses of T cells in surgically resected
TET tissues.

By specifically focusing on CD4 and CD8 single-positive T cells, we demonstrated that T cells in B3
thymoma and thymic carcinoma tissues showed favorable characteristics for anti-tumor immunity,
including anti-PD-1 therapy. Our current approach will lead to future applications for the
establishment of precision medicine for cancer immunotherapy, including rare tumors such as TETS.
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