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Clarifying the mechanism of epithelial to mesenchymal transition in brain tumors
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In this study, we identified that epithelial-mesenchymal transition
mechanism is associated with the transition to a sarcoma-like phenotypic, dissemination, and
metastasis of glioblastoma cells. In addition to the transcription factors Slug and TWIST, which
have previously been implicated, the high expression of ZEB2 was found in glioblastoma cells. MMP9
was considered to act as a downstream factor of Slug, TWIST and ZEB2. The cadherin switching is
considered to the important mechanism causing the reduce of intercellular adhesion in tumor
invasion, but not in the phenotypic transformation of glioblastomas.
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