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This study elucidated the process of professionalism development and key
influencing factors among dental students. Through analyzing verbatim transcripts of interviews with
students, models of professionalism were constructed. For fourth-year students, three themes
emerged from fourteen concepts, while for fifth-year students, three themes were derived from twenty
concepts. The comparison between the cohorts indicated that clinical training is a crucial
influencing factor. These findings underscore the importance of integrating early experiential
learning into the curriculum to enhance professionalism education from the lower academic years.
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