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Early detection of dementia using evaluation tool for oral psychosomatic
disorders

Umezaki, Yojiro
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Some researchers reported that oral psychosomatic s¥mptoms developed as a
prodrome symptom of dementia. In this study, we used evaluation tool of oral psychosomatic disorders
for early detection of dementia.
In detail, we conducted two studies, i.e. functional brain imaging study and clinical statistical
study. In the functional brain imaging study, we found a unique pattern of cerebral blood flow in
the patients with phantom bite syndrome, a kind of oral psychosomatic disorders. The pattern was
different from that of dementia. In the clinical statistical study, 2% of outpatients with oral
psychosomatic disorders had a history of dementia. We could detect dementia in the early stage using
evaluation tool for oral psychosomatic disorders.
Using evaluation tool for oral psychosomatic disorders might contribute the early detection of
dementia.
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