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This study aimed to describe nursing delivery models used in Japanese major
university hospitals and DPC-specified hospitals and to examine the association between nursing
delivery models and in-patients’ health outcomes. We have found that the proportion of hospitals
which used paired nursing models including Partnership Nursing System (PNS) increased from 46.9% in
2018 to 62.5% in 2021. In the observational study using DPC data from April 2016 to March 2020,
there was no association between nursing delivery models and traumatic head injuries or bone
fractures during hospitalization. However, the hospitals with PNS or pair-nursing model was found to

have a significantly lower odds ratio of functional decline and 30-day in-hospital death compared
to the hospitals with the fixed-team nursing model.
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