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Development of a scale of psychological distance with dying patients formed by
nurses
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In this study, we developed a scale of psychological distance with dying
patients based on a survey among nurses. Data obtained from a questionnaire survey of 323 nurses
nationwide were analyzed using exploratory factor analysis, verification of reliability and
criterion-related validity, and covariance structure analysis. The resulting scale consisted of 4
factors and 13 items (6-item method). The 4 factors are as follows: “ Adjustment of distance from
the patient” , “ Cognition of the patient"s feelings towards himself” , “ Nursing practice with
awareness of terminal illness” , and “ Emotional adjustment to the patient” . This confirmed the
reliability and validity of this scale.
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