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Film ethnographic inquiry of learning in multimodal communications
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This study focused on a judo club located in the north suburb of Toronto,
Canada. Due to the diverse linguistic background of the participants, the practice of
learning/teaching judo did not fully depend on detailed explanations or descriptions of movements.
Instead, this study illuminated that their practices were omitting and subtracting linguistic
descriptions. By drawing on the classic work of Zen and Japanese archery by Eugen Herrigel, the
study provoked a subtractive meta-methodology to understand learning with and without linguistic
descriptions. This novel method provides an alternative to the common binary framework where
learning is a matter of knowledge in either the tacit or explicit dimension.
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