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Quantification of cellulose on the deep sea floor
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Discrepancy between organic matter sinking from upper surface and that
consumed on the deep-sea floor has been a matter of debate. One of the candidates that can bridge
the gap is cellulose, a recalcitrant crystalline polysaccharide. However, the current methodology
does not allow us to quantify the amount of cellulose in the deep-sea sediments. Here, 1 developed a

novel extraction/quantification method of cellulose from the deep-sea sediments and applied it to
the sediments collected from the deep-sea environments.
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