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Transformation of regional labor markets through AEC progress in Thailand
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I revealed the formation of hierarchical regional labor markets by
international labor migration, focusing on Thailand as a case study. According to the statistical
data for Thailand as a whole, foreign labor participates in specific industrial sectors where labor
is short in Thai economy, which transforms its industrial structure. However, the empirical analysis

of the fieldwork data shows that there is a disparity in income between Thai workers and foreign
workers who are positioned as low-skilled workers. As a result, there is a hierarchical regional
labor market. This indicates that economic integration through the AEC has not led to the formation
of a sufficient international labor market in Thailand.
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Agriculture, hunting and forestry 637 9,902 189,897 31.1 19.4
Fishing 22 447 33,704 40.6 99.7
Mining and quarrying 398 241 1,793 1.2 0.3
Munufacturing 17,819 9,387 684,095 1.1 2.5
Electricity, gas and water supply 196 26 - 0.3 -
Construction 4,194 14,845 314,516 7.1 4.9
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles,etc. 18,711 9,494 258,502 1.0 0.9
Hotels and restaurants 12,191 7,494 - 1.2 -
Transport, storage and communications 7,379 658 12,895 0.2 0.1
Financial intermediation 2,123 20 - 0.0 -
Real estate, renting and business activities 16,349 1,859 31,578 0.2 0.1
Public administration and defence; compulsory social security 452 29 - 0.1 -
Education 27,239 232 - 0.0 -
Health and social work 3,493 212 4,036 0.1 0.1
Other community, social and personal service activites 7,334 1,288 236,489 0.4 2.1
Private households with employed persons 57 3,491 63,832 1225 72.9
Extra-territorail organizations and bodies 627 5 - 0.0 -
Others - - - -
Total 119,221 59,630 1,831,337 1.0 1.0
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