2018 2021

Reconstruction of the historical earthquake and volcanic eruption in Colonial
Indonesia

Kajita, Ryosuke

3,200,000

19
19

19 20
100

This study focused on the reconstruction of the historical earthquake,
volcanic eruption, and precipitation data, which are recorded in the colonial newspapers and related
reports. In the early 19th century, the colonial newspapers were important materials for the Dutch
colonial government to collect detailed reports about natural disasters. The government officers in

each region wrote articles by using clear and precise Dutch expressions for the readers. It was
important for them to understand the detail of damages caused by the earthquake and volcanic
eruption in geographically distant areas. In the latter 19th century, the precipitation in the dry
season indicated a decline over the century and it indicates that climate change has occurred on
Sumatera island over the century.
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