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During the Battle of Okinawa, Japanese prisoners of war, Okinawans, and
Koreans were interned in U.S. military relocation camps. This research examines Okinawa’ s "
internment camp" experience from a gender perspective, focusing on an empirical analysis of military
control and violence during and after World War Il. The author chooses the immediate postwar
situation on Miyako Island as a case study. Miyakojima was not invaded by U.S. forces during the
war, and Okinawan studies have generally ignored this "concentration camp without barbed wire.” 1
argue that the camps raise not only questions of military control, but equally important speak to
issues of community, including the freedom of movement. Furthermore, | stress that the camps were
transnational spaces where Okinawans, Japanese POWs, and Koreans lived together under American
military rule.
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