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This research program aimed to develop a efficient method for transcribing
pre-modern Japanese documents written with cursive characters (kuzushiji). Although the program
initially planned to develop an OCR technology for kuzushiji on its own, this field has rapidly
advanced over the past few years against the author®s expectation.

This led the author to collaborate with the Al researchers who study the OCR technology for
kuzushiji, rather than to compete with them. Through this collaboration, the author launched in
2019 a new version of "Minna de Honkoku", a crowdsourced transcription platform that supports
automatic recognition of kuzushiji. Since its launch, 2.5 million characters have been transcribed
on this platform by more than 800 participants.
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Minna De Honkoku: Learning-Driven Crowdsourced Transcription Of Pre-Modern Japanese Earthquake Records
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