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Japanese-American Case Study on Visual Expression in the Post-Snowden Era
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In 2013, after Edward Snowden revealed the current state of information
interception activities through digital devices of American citizens, we investigated cases in Japan
and the United States of expressive activities by activists and artists against the mass
surveillance society. Yamada attempted systematization and detailed analysis of each activity by
artists and activists on differences in regional differences, and cultural spheres.

It analyzed the trends of the times, the effectiveness of individual activities, the social
influence, etc. that can be conceived from this, and compiled them into the theory of images and the

theory of physical expression. The chronological comparison is based on the connection with the
trend of video art in Japan and the United States in the 1960s. And this comparative study includes

the terrorist attacks in the United States, after the start of Wikileaks, and from the Snowden
incident to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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