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After the Meiji Restoration, when exchanges with foreign countries became
more active, a large number of English-language works introducing Japan were published by Buddhists
and Buddhist scholars, which had a great impact on Western understanding of Japan. However, the
significance of the publication of such a large number of English-language works has not been
questioned in conventional research. This study challenges this research gap and has produced the
following results. (1) Comprehensively collected 150 English texts by Buddhist scholars published
from the Meiji Restoration to the prewar period, and clarified the overall picture and the
historical significance of the mass publication of English texts.By comparing the results with
existing research on modern Buddhism, | attempted to completely rewrite the commonly accepted image
of modern Buddhism and to position Japanese Buddhism in the context of Asian Buddhism from a new
perspective.
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