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Rewriting 20th Century Art History by Establishing Sound Art Studies

Nakagawa, Shin
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In order to understand sound art, a contemporary art form that has emerged
prominently since the 1970s, two major tasks were undertaken. The first was making an archive
(database) of the artists® work, and the second was the describing a comprehensive history of sound
art in Japan. The archiving of the work of Akio Suzuki (b. 1941), a pioneer of sound art in Japan,
resulted in a database of 1006 items. The history of sound art is described as a history of
overlapping and intersecting two histories: "the history of the emergence of an awareness of sound
that is not music,” and "the history of the acceptance of music as visual art.
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