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The Sensibility of Nationalism in the Paintings of Mountain Scenery: A Study
from the Viewpoint of Meiji Literature
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During the formation of nationalism in a country, " my homeland” —a
collective consciousness of loving for one’ s birthed soil —serves as an indispensable element for
all its nationals. This study analyzes the context and structure of ” sensible nationalism” — a
romanticized awareness of “ homeland” that both contradicts and complements the term “ nation” as
an institution.

It focuses on examining Sangaku shosetsu-ron by Shimazaki Toson, an indigenous artist movement
that originated in the 1894 essay Nihon fukei-ron (An Essay on the Japanese Landscape) by Shiga
Shigetaka, who used the term “ sublime landscape” to conceptualize Japanese people’ s homeland. It
also explores the genres of mountain scenery paintings by different domestic watercolorists and
discusses the critics of male-centrism— an implied nationalistic rhetoric of “ sublime” in
Gubijinnso by Natsume Soseki .
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