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Administrative law academics have long neglected the importance of statutory

interpretation. This research tries to change this prevailing attitude by critically, and almost
exhaustively, observing interpretation methods used in the Supreme Court decisions between the 1970s
and 2020s, and using the observations to analyze judicial dynamics in Japan. Administrative statute
interpretation should be categorized into four groups: texts, purposes (in terms of legal
doctrines, policy schemes, administrative needs), legislative history, or higher rank law
(constitutions). This research has found some distinguishing characteristics of the Supreme Court of
Japan, such as what are the conditions for it to take a law-creating interpretation based on
administrative demands and the fact that the Supreme Court is not so much concerned with traditional
legal doctrines, but rather customarily adopts a very transparent interpretation based on the
combination of textualism and policy scheme purposivism.
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