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Local diversity in ECEC practitioners® attitudes and beliefs about children and
their formation process
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The concept of "understanding child"(* Kodomo-rikai” ), frequently used in
early childhood education and care(ECEC), was examined from two aspects: what are the issues in
classical theories and current training curriculum, and to relativize this concept in ECEC from the
perspectives of historical, regional, religious, and adjacent domain. In the former part of this
study, the importance of historical research on the developing concept of "Kodomo-rikai" at the
embodied level and the role and challenges of practical training in a real settings, were suggested.

The latter clarified the perspectives of local residents who do not share the "logic of ECEC,"
perspectives from social issues during the nursery school building movement (1960 s - 1970’ s),
religious values and the identity development of ECEC practitioners through the experience of
working in childcare support.
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