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The Development of Bilingual Mental Lexicon: Conceptualization in Foreign
Language Learning
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de Groot Distributed Conceptual Feature (DCF) Model
DCF Model

The research found that learning a new concept through a foreign language
not only affected the word itself but also influenced the network of related concepts in one's first
language. However, this influence did not extend to the concept network in the first language.
Furthermore, when the features of words in a foreign language differed from those of their
counterparts in the first language, learners found it more difficult to reconstruct internal
features than external ones. The strength of the connection between a learned word and its
%ounterpart in the first language, however, showed no such difference between external and internal
eatures.
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