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An investigation of psychological functions related to “omokage™
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In this study, we examined the psychological function of the concept of *
omokage” as a psychological phenomenon. In Study 1, questionnaire surveys were conducted to
investigate the typical meanings and characteristics of the concept of “ omokage” . In Study 2, An
attempt was made to visualize * infant faces with the omokage of celebrities” using the reverse
correlation method, and conducted image analysis and a third-party evaluation survey about their
images.

In Study 1, it was shown that the concept of “ omokage” is often used for objects with the temporal
continuity between the memory representation and the perceived representation. In Study 2,
visualization of the “ faces with the omokage” showed that the visual information defining the
omokage was concentrated around the eyes, mouth, and contour. Furthermore, it was shown that it is
possible to visualize faces that have even more omokage than the actual childhood faces of

celebrities do.
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