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Testing one"s memory can be hazardous: Investigating negative effects of testing
on later recollection

Kato, Takashi
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Using “ featural prototypes” (i.e., novel faces synthesized with facial
parts taken from separate original faces) and “ configural prototypes” (i.e., novel faces
synthesized by averaging original faces), we examined the effect of temporal separation between
study and test phases on false recognition of novel prototype faces (i.e., the prototype effect) and

the effect of presenting prototypes in initial testing on later recognition of original faces.
Also, we examined whether false recognition of novel faces would be heightened when they were
repeated from initial to later testing (i.e., the negative suggestion effect). Whereas the
prototype effect was shown to be relatively weak and susceptible to the temporal separation, the
negative suggestion effect was consistently and markedly demonstrated across different kinds of test
faces. These false memory phenomena were discussed in terms of the processing fluency heuristic.
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