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This study explores the role played by housing inheritance in stratifying
housing situations. In Japan, as in many other mature home-owning socleties, the distribution of
existing housing wealth over generations increasingly acts as a significant mechanism in widening
inequalities. The aging of the population leads to an increase in property inheritance, resulting in

the differentiation of housing and asset conditions among offspring generations. Many inheritors on
lower incomes live in inherited housing, while those on higher incomes tend to rent out inherited
properties. The paper stresses the importance of housing inheritance as a new key driver for
reshaping the structure of housing stratification.
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