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In humans, high-acuity central vision depends on the fovea, which is a small

central pit structure formed at the center of the macula in the retina. Retinal degenerative
diseases affecting the fovea, including age-related macular degeneration and Stargardt"s disease,
lead to blindness. In the current study, we einvestigated foveal development using the zebra finch
retina at several developmental stages. We carried out comparative analysis of gene expression
profiles between the fovea and the periphery in the developing zebra finch retina during foveal
development. We successfully identified a candidate gene involved in fovea development, which may
function in cell and tissue morphogenesis.
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