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The fundamental difference between malignant and benign tumors is the
presence or absence of invasive phenotype, which is believed to be conferred by accumulation of
genetic alterations in oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes. Emerging evidence suggests that these
mutations induce tumor invasion not only by tumor cell-intrinsic mechanisms but also by generation
of microenvironment that may synergistically accelerate malignant progression. To elucidate the
novel mechanisms underlying malignant progression, we studied microenvironment-regulated tumor
invasion.
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