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Type I collagen is a major organic substrate and composes more than 90% of
bone. Type I collagen is composed of two a 1 strands and one a 2 strand forming a triple helical
structure. Thea 1 strand is encoded by Collal, and the a 2 strand is encoded by Colla2. 2.3 kb DNA
upstream of the transcription start site has been shown to regulate Collal expression in
osteoblasts. However, it still remains to be clarified how Collal expression is regulated. We found
that Runx2, which is a master transcription factor for osteoblast differentiation, plays an
important role in the regulation of Collal expression in osteoblasts.
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