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Archaeological Study of human migrations and inter-islands networks in Oceania

Ono, Rintaro

13,600,000

2000

Recent archaeological studies revealed that the Neolithic human migration
into Oceania initially occurred from the Maritime Southeast Asian region towards Western Micronesia
and Melanesia. The current study also suggesting that Neolithic Asian groups that successfully
migrated to Melanesia may have been the first people to move and settle further into Eastern
Micronesia. This study aims to discover the direct and concrete archaeological evidence of these
early migrations and networks. To achieve this, we plan to conduct some archaeological excavations
of early settlement sites on the Pohnpei Island, where is considered as a key location for human
migration into Eastern Micronesia. The project is carried out as an international collaborative
research project with local research institutions and also with some leading universities in the
United States and other countries in Oceania.
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