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In this century, Russia revitalized as a military power, annexed Crimea in

2014, and participated in the Syrian War in 2015. Various conflicts, which used to unfold separately
from each other in the Middle East and the Black Sea Rim, began to be connected with each other.
Scholars were not able to cope with this situation because former Soviet and Middle East specialists
did not cooperate actively. We targeted to overcome this academic segregation. In 2020-2021,
COVID-19 prevented us from promoting international cooperation, but in 2022-2023 we restarted
international activities. We could publish many articles and books on the planned research agenda:
(1) Russia’ s military per se, (2) the Russian government’ s decision-making, (3) macro-regional
analysis, and (4) refugees and other humanitarian issues. Moreover, we could satisfy Japanese
society’ s demand for qualified expertise after the beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian and Gaza Wars,
partly thanks to this project.
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