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This research attempted to analyze the discourse in domestic mass media and
the perception of citizens (and changes thereof) on the issue of transitional justice in the former
Yugoslavia, using two innovative research methods. The quantitative text analysis using the corpus
of more than 310,000 newspaper articles in Serbia demonstrates that the ideological orientations of
newspaper outlets and ruling parties affect the tone of reporting on this issue, and that the tone
of reporting tends to be more nationalistic before the national elections or after the detainment of

the Serb indictees. The survey experiment using the online sample from Serbia (N = 1,000%
demonstrates that those who are primed with questions on the activities of Kosovo Specialist
Chambers tend to evaluate the war crimes trials in general more positively, possibly because they
reduce the sense of distrust or unfairness vis-a-vis international war crimes trials among the
Serbian citizens.
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