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In this study project, the current state of the world is characterized as
the "third nuclear age. Unlike the "first nuclear age" during the Cold War and the "second nuclear
age" that lasted for a quarter of a century after the Cold War, it is an age in which multiple great

power rivalries accompanied by nuclear buildup (crisis factors) and an inclination toward
non-nuclear policies condensed by Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (opportunity factors)
coexist.
As a strategy to minimize nuclear risks by taking advantage of opportunity factors while overcoming
crisis factors, we must (1) shift from a status quo-maintenance realism that relies on nuclear
deterrence to a status quo-reform realism that recognizes the limits and risks of nuclear weapons
and seeks other options, and (2) combine the dynamics of reducing nuclear arsenal and budgets with
the dynamics of reducing environmental burdens and economic and social disparities by SDGs
initiatives.
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