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Creation of highly-functional nucleic acids by unnatural base pair systems
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By using our unnatural base pair systems for expanding the genetic alphabet of DNA, we developed a
new method to generate artificial nucleic acid molecules with increased functionality. Here, we
succeeded in an evolutional engineering method (in vitro selection, SELEX) generating new DNA
aptamers, which comprise one unnatural and four natural bases. The aptamers obtained here exhibited
higher affinity to target proteins than those of conventional ones.

AR IERA
(GHEHAL - 1)
[EEES L LIEESES ¢ & @t
Pk 19 AR 12,200, 000 3, 660, 000 15, 860, 000
gk 20 10, 800, 000 3, 240, 000 14, 040, 000
Rk 21 4R 6, 700, 000 2,010, 000 8,710, 000
gk 22 6, 400, 000 1,920, 000 8,320, 000
FHEE
LG 36, 100, 000 10, 830, 000 46, 930, 000

TR - A BRI
B oSR - B - WS R - Ao TR
F—U— R ATHiH%. BT 7% ~—. PCR. invitro ¥l 73 3. SELEX

1. WHZERAR Y I DT 5

H 2 DT TR BEREPEMR D FE LIV, 2
S DHT LR O EFEA~ DG AN A7
HoNDE Do Te, L LD, 4
FOBKITES R ~=y b (X7 vAT

R) DB RRD IRy F1, 20 O T X RN 5
RH 2 N7 B LT, £ ORERE X
IREKTH D, PIAIE, BERRPUA L L THREET S
Bl 7 7 % ~—%, e ORI G 72 5%
Wrh o477 ) —2H\WT, EDFICRRL



\HEAT DT 7 X~ — & BRE N TTE
BT bz Ltk S, L, BT X~
— ORIk D BEIX, ¥ X E
PUR L R D & — RV G AR Z 0, £
CCIOMEERRT D01, FHxr DR
4y DAE B E DR FE 3% Al T D
TW5b, TOHT, NLHZH =785 (A
THER) ZEV 2L, T aEmRs I8 A

T2 HED 2000 LIRS ICHER LTV D,

ZDFIEZL, BB OBEIERZANEIIRR
5 ENRHEKD DT, Bk TIRIAMFITIZE
BRNEE-oTWn5S, L., BHAEE TICER
SHBHRBICSEH EN TV AHITIZE A E2 0,
ZAuE, NTHEREAEA U N TR O¥EE
DEEL o TeledTh D, X, BT~
H<—DERTIX, BB OZ7 A7) —0
AR & BIROBIELZ Y RTFEZHWD
DT, NTIHEFREEMAIAA TG 71 3 E R
PHRE THERET D Z L DNMEDSE L 0 D,

2. RO BEK
AHGEREIX, HEE OB LTS A
T OIS L, Zhia T 74
~—OIEREIRICIGHT 5 Z Ll kv, 1k
DR T 74 ~— X 0 & EFSEE O BT LR R
TSR = ED T EIN AT A L
ZHEIE LTS,
KEoOEMLPERETIE, AL T (U), 25
N2 G & C A, NIRRT Rk &
BT 5 Z L X D AETEN EAERCTH
%, Lo T, NTHIEZRER Y 1128 A
THOICIE, 2 FEOANTHEEEZFE =0
Fodt (NTHEHS) L LTEDHL, 2R
HRISCHAE THERE L 72T U 72 6720, HIEE
FEolX, ZNETIC, HRESES, HDHWIE
R ESOHRHRR CHRERE T 2 2 o N THE It %
BB LC&7, L., BRT 7% ~—0DfE
BAZISHT D72 dicid, AN TH R & M A IA
A72 DNA 73 100 %+ 7 /v @ PCR HEIETH
RFFE L, ORI, KRB S & N TH
HHNBEXHBDOLAR N LD EREED A
TR EEY HIBERDH D, £Z T, K
REETIL. N E CICHEEL LN LA
T2 S bIcEiEEl L, 2o NTHEE
ERAANTEEBR T A 75 U —%&{ERk L T
FHERET 74 ~—&E0 K34 k&2 Al
25

3. WD Ik

BT 7 42 ~—DOFERICFIHTE S AL

RN OMNI Z B L. 2V E TICHRE
FONBFR Uiz N THIH )& PCR Hifffodk
BARbLWNNIEET 72 ~—0OEikiet % B

i L7o N TR~ DO RerEE L oM A b

Z® PCRIZH T D EBEIRVEDRFEE 24T > T2,
HEEE HITBEIC, PCR THERET 2 A i ikt

(Ds—Pa. Nature Methods, 3, 729 (2006), <> Ds—
Pn. J. Am. Chem. Soc., 129, 15549 (2007)) %
B L CWAHDOT, ZHEHRE LTS HICEIFE
O PCR HilE %2 EHL$ 25 6 it s AT L& HENLT D,

WNT, BRI TR 28 A L-fx Dl
FEFIN D DNA DT A 75 ) —%1ERk L.
INERWTHEED X Ry EI5EST 5 DNA
T T H = —DIEREITV, O FIEERRRET D (X
D, ANTHEIKFLTHELNS DNAT 74~
—DRER S T Bk A B RIET S 2
LITED RFEELERIELZ KR LT, KFEE
BB - LT D,

AIiﬁiﬁﬁ‘gC&I:
N LYRERDT FE7—
STAsaLER FULRMA F 128
FDSAIS)— WETHFTE4T—%

8%,
ﬂ =5 IR T U

AP el
3 xes By Ammaig

w ¥ 0
Ll
¥ P
SUF LBERIIANLES
BB D195 —

B1. #%B77TE<—Din vitrotL 93> ik (SELEXE)

4. WFERCER
1) Ds—Px M3t OBH%E & =D R
CHNETICHFEELBAZE L T/ Ds—Pa X
Ds—Pn HiJxfZ PCR TfEH T 2RI, FED
HWIHETY Ry 2 fEAf L7 PCR HAE 2
ThHV., £72. PCR OHEEZHR G ZUT Em < I
Bhote, £22T, ZNHLOHEENZ S HICHR
L., #H7lc, Ds —Px HEX& (X 2)
(7-(2-thienyl)-imidazo[4,5- blpyridine (Ds) &
2-nitro-4-propynylpyrrole (Px)) % Bi¥ L 7=
(Nucleic Acids Res., 37, e14 (2009).), Z ® Ds—
Px A%t %28 A L7= DNA Wi, 80 Y1 7
/b @ PCR T 10 O 8 FRFFELE (ZHINE S, HME
SA7c DNA HZiE, AN TS 97% UL EAR
iz,

R
\\s | 1 H . CHy -"H/,\,‘H
N N N N
MRS SR A R
Ds Px A

T G C

X2. REREREDin vitrotzL V> av(ZALV = A TIEE % (Ds—Px)
(PXDRDEPHZFELZ DEBRELFEA)

S BT, NIBEEDOEMIZ L D PCRIZEIT DA
TS OREELZTRD -0 &, Fix OREREM:E
L8 A L NTIER A ST ¥ ~—%1ERk
T HT-OIL, BREEOBERL Y ZhZEE L
& Px Hidk (Px HiHD R O/ 1 C @ #2385 N)
DX Y VAT RFEEALFER LT (K3),



e

HO—ﬂ—O—ﬁ—O—P—

Modified dPxT! P OH

-

R=
=7y o
H I H I
o —N-C—(CH)s—N—C

HoI
—H —NHz —N=C—(CHz)s~NH;

dPXTP  NH,-C1-dPXTP  NH,-hx-dPxTP

o o
H I H I
o I S I Ve e

NTP-dPXTP

)i /E BPh-dPxTP
OH —(CHR—0—(CH2)s" ~oH

Diol1-dPxTP Diol303-dPxTP

Q
H I HoTI
—N—C—(CHz)s—N—C
HBP-dPXTP

u § W qopn
7N*C*(CH2)5*N—C—<M w9 e >
DMP-dPXTP —N—C—(CHp)s~N—~C—(CHy)s—N
Cy5-hx-dPxTP ;
&

S0y

B3. EHANEL DBV BAERE

TS D& Px Hidk & Ds Hi koo # R
B, b5 \mﬁg%ﬁﬁﬁhﬁDWHﬁ
Fr & AWT, PCRIZET B A Tt 5t I
PEEFH~Tz, E LT, N THE R OB,
72 BN N THEIFE A #6700 vh oo KARTU,
T L T, CORERYVIAEFNATLESD

TARD FEEMSL L, L FN OB
Px M FLILE 2 VT N L e O RE % 7
Rz, EHIT, R AT—FOFRE, PCR D
SRR L. AN THE T 2 50 DNA
@ PCR ¥ME D i b 217 - 7=, = OFEH, 100
P17 vd PCR HAlFEE 5 N THEEx
AT AEEET D Z ¥k (Nucleic
Acids Res., in press. doi:10.1093/nar/gkr1068) .
X 3 |TR L2 & A & DIER Px HEEHE N
BWHEREAE TR LEN, 2 TH.
NH,-hx-dPxTP <> Diol1-dPxTP i, fxifk L 7=
PCR DZRMEClx, RN Faxt OB PNMEIIT
WHEREE R LT, Bl 21X, dDsTP &
Diol1-dPXTP % f\ /- PCR T, A LMk %
&t DNA IX, 100 % 7 v (FEBICIE 10 W
A 7 V@ PCR 1T\, HilE DNA ORI % Fi
WL, ’kD 10 YA 7LD PCR 24TV, ZH
10 A 7 V0 L7-,) @ PCR # b HENE
S 7= DNA 21 97% LA B TH et A3 B
DIAFEN TV, & 512,100 ¥ 7 +D PCR
HAT o728 2 A DNA 13 102 512 iR S .
HAWE X 4072 DNA H121E 97% LA b, A THR &
ﬁm%ﬁénfmtoég AT HE e
D3EET DNA H1 o> RARFUME L ZFEMH L C R
> TRV IAENDEIGIT, 1@@@%11ﬁ
F:2%7-9 0.003~0.005% CdhH -7, ZDEIH
&, A PCR £t C D RIRAU MG Bk D K BE (2 L
MTsbLDOTHoT,

Px HREEDEMRICINZ T, Ds HIEDER L
1TV DS HEDFF 7 = VEHLIZ S H—DD
FF T 2T A ST (Dss) iRV
WHREMEA A L. 2 Dss—Px H 5Lkt # 7 il
MR E CHERET D 2 L b o= (3. Am.
Chem. Soc., 132, 4988 (2010).), &5, Z?D
BFFEmfE <, Px D = b o ¥ a — LEAL

DENMEEE LTS Z EE RO, MR,
HOEME DY & WEME DY D & R D N THE Het
DORAFIZHEE) LT (X 4, J Am. Chem. Soc., 132,
15418 (2010).), = @ Dss—Px Kkt 2 VT,
Tl F¥aT—b—arLUTIILHF AL PCR 2L
DHF 1= 722 Wr Bl & BR%E L 7=,

a

ssDNA

Y

Fluorescent Dss base Fluorescent Dss and quencher Pn pair

4. BIMEHSED N TIEEM DR SHDss —PxifExt

2) NILHiHESH AT Z#FIHA L7- DNA 7 7 X% <—D
YERK

FEE DB WA TS oS & # 0 PCR iy
WL T 5 Z ENHRTI-OT, ZE VT DNA
TIEw— BT D FEOREEED T, AT
I (Ds) & 4RO RRAERENORD T H
ARSI D DNA 74 77 ) —%fbFARK L, 2D
FTAT TV —HWT 2D X NI EhET
VB —2y b & LT.DNA T 7 &~ —DEK %17
STz, WEOT 7K ~—ERkE (invitro & 17
g ¥k, SELEX %) TIE. %7 7 Ko PCR
IRV 7 v a COBMEEZRY IR L%, &k
W72 5475 ) —Dra—=7%t DNA > —*
YU T OBEER T, FREDT S~ —Rld &
IET D, Lo L, BUIRClE, A L% 5T DNA
DI —= TIERNFHESL L TWARW=8, B
Sl I EERET 2 2 HMBEOH -/ TEE2EER
L7 CRearHiiEs . FasCrEReH) .
COFEICLB8 T RORBL Vg v EFE
L., Hon=7 S X ~—DrH ZIE LT, 1=
BRI EDBMMEAERL T 7 XE 40
(SPR) OWEIZ L W~z (X5), &DRER,
HBHiiz DNA 77X ~—%, REAUEEED Hh
SEDHERD DNA 772 ~<— L LT, D
BRI HEicm B L7z, £/, DNA T 74~
— DO N THEIEN 2 RGBS 2 5 & |
ANIEEZRARIE

ATIEEZELDNA -
HEICERSIHET-DNA
TIEI— T7IER—

500 500 500

HEEDDNAT TET—

400 = 400

Response (RU)

100

LR T?ré\%(sei‘)‘m 0 2000 60 séo oA w0
B5. {5MIDNAT TR —ERRDDNAT TEX—DIZHF NI E
3 a5 A X/ U N



BRI T L. ALIEERT 7 X ~<—0
BEIZHEG L TWDZ Enghot=,
PLEORER, ARBEICkY, 772 ~—D
ERRICHI TE B LL o Etkfed N Tk
ExHE AR L, R THIH T, 5 FED
WENGBRKD DNA 7477 U —Z KW in
vitro B L7 g VIEE IR THID TRIE L,
ARIEIZELY, 1RkEXY b EEREED DNA 7
TH—=INEEND Z LNy T,

£/, AWFFERERE AR LT, A LR
B2 W 72 #r A9 Bk o Al (Nature
Protocols, 5, 1312 (2010).) <0 KRG Kot
EIRIZ R A2 5 2 5507, (Acc. Chem. Res., in
press.) %155 Z & bk,

5. FreREIRLE

CdERERm ) (FE 11 1)

@ 1. Hirao, M. Kimoto, R. Yamashige, Natural
vs artificial creation of base pairs in DNA:
origin of nucleobases from the perspectives of
unnatural base pair studies. Acc. Chem. Res.,
in press. AatH

@ R. Yamashige, M. Kimoto, Y. Takezawa, A.
Sato, T. Mitsui, S. Yokoyama, l. Hirao,
Highly specific unnatural base pair systems as
a third base pair for PCR amplification.
Nucleic Acids Res., in press. & #e4

@ R. Yamashige, M. Kimoto, T. Mitsui, S.
Yokoyama, I. Hirao, Monitoring the

site-specific incorporation of dual
fluorophore-quencher base analogues for
target DNA detection by an unnatural base
pair system. Org. Biomol. Chem., 412,
325-339 (2011). & Ht

@ M. Kimoto, R. S. Cox 3rd, I. Hirao, Unnatural
base pair systems for sensing and diagnostic
applications.Expert Rev. Mol. Diagn., 11,
321-331 (2011). &t

® M. Kimoto, T. Mitsui, R. Yamashige, A. Sato,
S. Yokoyama, I. Hirao, A new unnatural base
pair system between fluorophore and
guencher base analogues for nucleic
acid-based imaging technology. J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 132, 15418-15426 (2010). #FEHiH

® M. Kimoto, 1. Hirao, Site-specific
incorporation of extra components into RNA
by transcription using unnatural base pair
systems. Methods, Mol. Biol., 634, 355-369
(2010). A HA

@ Y. Hikida, M. Kimoto, S. Yokoyama, . Hirao,
Site-specific fluorescent probing of RNA
molecules by unnatural base-pair
transcription for local structural conformation
analysis. Nature Protocols, 5, 1312-1323
(2010). A HA

M. Kimoto, T. Mitsui, S. Yokoyama, I. Hirao,
A unique fluorescent base analogue for the

expansion of the genetic alphabet. J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 132, 4988-4989 (2010). # 7t

© M. Kimoto, R. Kawai, T. Mitsui, S. Yokoyama, |.
Hirao, An unnatural base pair system for efficient
PCR amplification and functionalization of DNA
molecules. Nucleic Acids Res., 37, e14 (2009). &
Wt

I. Hirao, T. Mitsui, M. Kimoto, S. Yokoyama, An
efficient unnatural base pair for PCR amplification.
J. Am. Chem. Soc., 129, 15549-15555 (2007). #t
Wt

@ M. Kimoto, T. Mitsui, Y. Harada, A. Sato, S.
Yokoyama, I. Hirao, Fluorescent probing for RNA
molecules by an unnatural base-pair system.
Nucleic Acids Res., 35, 5360-5369 (2007). & #i A

gER) (10 #)

(D 1. Hirao, New biotechnology by the expansion of
the genetic alphabet using unnatural base pairs.
European Genomics-2011 Meeting, 2011/10/11,
Rome/ltaly

@ 1. Hirao, Fluorescently unique unnatural base pairs
for the expansion of the genetic alphabet. XVth
symposium on chemistry of nucleic acid
components, 2011/6/5, Cesky Krumlov/Czech

@ I.__Hirao, Unnatural base pair systems for
DNA/RNA biotechnology. Pachifichem 2010,
2010/12/18, Hawaii/USA

@ 1. Hirao, Unnatural Base Pair Systems for the
Expansion of the Genetic  Alphabet.
IRT2010:International Roundtable on  NNN,
2010/8/30, Lyon/France

® 1. Hirao, Development of unnatural base pairs for
the expansion of the genetic alphabet. Evolving
DNA Polymerases: Chemistry Meets Biology,
2010/5/11, Monte Verita/Switzerland

® I._Hirao, Unnatural Base Pair Systems for
Diagnostic Applications. TIDES: 2010, 2010/4/28,
Boston/USA

@ 1._Hirao, Development of unnatural base pair
systems toward new biotechnology. ACS 237th
National Meeting, 2009/3/23, Utah/USA

I. Hirao, Development of unnatural base pair
systems toward new biotechnology. ACS 237th
National Meeting, 2008/8/21, Philadelphia/USA

© 1. Hirao, The development of unnatural base pair
systems for expansion of the genetic alphabet.
XIVth symposium on chemistry of nucleic acid
components, 2008/6/11, Cesky Krumlov/Czech

I. Hirao, Unnatural base pair systems for
DNA/RNA-based biotechnology. TIDES:2008,
IBC's 4th International Nucleic Acids Technologies
for Diagnostics, 2008/5/21, Las Vegas/USA

(KE] Gtefh)
O R —BF - Ik SRS, AL, g
DOEM L 7o ha—1, (2011) 264 ~=— .



@ VR, bR A, ZRtFD=2—h
LR’ (2011) 101-107.

@ FR—ES, EEIHEHR, EFEDOH DI,
(2011) 566-572.

@ I._Hirao, M. Kimoto, Wiley-VCH, The
Chemical Biology of Nucleic Acids. (2010)
36-62.

® 1. Hirao, T. Kanamori, T. Ueda, Springer,
Protein Engineering (2009) 271-290.

® FR—E, AT 4BV Ry, BIETEY
MOOK, ## RNA &#EHF5E, (2009)
167-173.

(PEZETY PERE)
OmRd Gt 7 #F)

ST EERIN - = 2h3EC PCR HIE S AT RE 722 8T
#1 DNA

FHAE SRR, SERR . BULEZ
HERIZE « B FRGERT, 7 7 A« A F
St

F5 - HFilE 2008-094255
HFE4EA A - 2008423 A 31 A

EWN DR . FERBATHE A

BRI N L e

T ERRR, R, S HHERE, R
sz

HERIZE « BYEFGERT, 7 7 A« A F
At

F5 - H5lE 2009-232776
HFE4EA B 2 2009 4£ 10 H 6 A

ENA DR BEBIT TR E H

LHF - FRR IR A AT D N TR k)
FHAE SRR, SERKR . BULEZ
HERIZE « BYEFGERT, 7 7 A« A F
At

F5 - K5l 2009-232851
HFE4EA B 2 2009 4£ 10 H 6 A
ENADR - BEBIT TR E F

ZHR L TEEHE 7R B ONTHOEME O X HSE LA &
ZDOFIH

I FRRR, FRE T, MLz, =
FHERE, ILEE Y %

HERIZE « B FRGERT, 7 7 A« A F
A

F5 - H5lE 2010-098319
HFE4EA A - 201044 A 19 A

ENSA DR . BARZ G 2HEE

S BEREMERLEE O &2 EARTE

T FRRR, R, B, BEE
MERIFE « BYEFGERT, 7 7 A« A F
A

F5  HilE 2010-096520
HFE4EA A - 201044 A 19 A

EPNS ORI BARZET R E

KF o R T 72~ —DIER T

FHAE SRR, SERR . BULEZ

PRI - BB, # 7 27 A A AR
Eayan

F5 - H5E 2011-117122
HFE4EA A - 201148 A 12 A

ENA DR B EBITE TIE

W NI EEET T4 77 ) —% i e
PR B D B 5 15

FAE PR, FREE . IWEY 2, BULE
Z

HERZE - BALSAFZERT. X 7 v 7 A A AR
ESYan

K5 BilE 2011-253357
HEEAH A ;20114 11 A 18 A

EWNAOR . #EBITE TE

(Z Dfh)
=B R—=
http://protein. gsc. riken. jp/hirao/index. html

6. WFFERHRK
(1) FgefRs

2 —HBB (HIRAO ICHIRO)

MSIATEOE NBAC AR ZERT - B G R Ak 5E
F—Dh e F— A —H—

50173216

(2) eyt

(3) EHHEFFEH
AA B (KIMOTO MICHIKO)
MSEATBUE NBLSAAFSERT - BERR G R AE W) i 5%
F—L4 - BIRE
20415144
= FERE (MITSUI TSUNEO)
MNEATBUE NB L SAAFSERT - BEER G R ZE W) i 55
F—Li - FEMIEE
60345155
A FIEC (KAWAT RIE)
MNTATEGE NBALFRFIERT - 186 e FF5E
F—b VY —FT T A R
10415135



