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HZCERRES (Z|EX)  Pattern—recognition receptors in dendritic cells evoke cellular
immunity in response to viral RNA patterns
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How host cells respond to viral dsRNA is analyzed in this study. Dendritic cells (DC)
stimulated with polyl:C (an dsRNA analog) render the DC competent for NK activation.
Since cell-cell contact was essential for this NK activation, the molecule expressed on DC to
drive NK activation was identified from genes up-regulated by polyl:C stimulation.
Ultimately, we identified a membrane protein responsible for NK induction and named it
INAM. INAM is a tetraspanin-like molecule inducing NK tumoricidal activity and in vivo
tumor regression.
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