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In this study, five researchers, referring to recent theories of modern Chinese, examined
and analyzed the characteristics of various grammatical categories and constructions of the
Chinese language in five historical periods. Through analysis and discussion, we
discovered differences in the characteristics of each period and the mechanisms which
generated these differences. We also discovered universal features, as well as grammatical
and semantic parameters, that have remained essentially unchanged throughout the
development of the Chinese language from its ancient to its modern form.
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