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This study examined Japanese children’ s transition from early childhood education to
elementary school education through three different components. At first, the authors
conducted interviews of children in Japan and Taiwan and surveys of parents before and
after entering elementary schools to look for changes and differences of their perceptions,
anxieties, and expectations of schooling. Japanese children tend to have more anxieties
of peer relationships, learning, or school lunch, while Japanese parents would have
expectations for basic life skills, group lives, emotional development, or peer
relationships. The authors surveyed kindergarten and elementary school teachers,
regarding vocabularies and pedagogical views, plus surveys of teachers who experienced
exchange between kindergartens and elementary schools. It was suggested that kindergarten
and elementary school teachers have different views at the level of their vocabulary and
different trajectories of accommodating different school cultures.
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