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In this study, we confirmed association of J[JKF5, STAT4, BLK, INFAIP3 and 7TNIPI
polymorphisms with systemic lupus erythematosus in Japanese. In addition, we found that
the genetic contribution of BLK, STAT4 and 7NIPI is greater in Japanese than in Caucasians
because of higher risk genotype frequencies. Moreover, we found that /KF5, STAT4 and BLK
are also associated with systemic sclerosis, thereby establishing that these genes are
shared susceptibility genes tomultiple rheumatic diseases both in the Asian and Caucasian
populations.
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