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MR R OMEE (33T) : In this study, we evaluated social and emotional functions in students from
elemental, junior high, and high schools (n=1,312). The ability of these functions was found to
improve with an increase in age (grade). We also found that the lower the ability in the sympathetic and
social domains, the greater the aggressiveness and the tendency towards depression. Using a
neuroimaging technique (Positron Emission Tomography, PET), we examined patients with autism,
which is characterised as impaired social ability. Autism patients showed elevated activation in
microglia in diffuse brain areas, indicating that neuroinflammation is involved in the pathophysiology of
the disorder.
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