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Research on Sir James Steuart's Manuscripts: Sir James' Observations

on Voltaire, Davenant, and Cardinal Richelieu.
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Notes and Observations on the political
testament of Cardinal de Richelieu.
Answers to Voltaire's objections
against the authentieity of the
Cardinal de Richelieu's testament.
- Observations on Davenants writings.
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necessary to confute all the mistakes with
which this performance swarms, I should
make a volume as large as the Political
Testament, a work which knavery has
compiled; which ignorance, prepossession,
and respect for a great name, have caused
to be admired; which the patience of the
reader can scarce endure to read; and
which had remained absolutely unknown,
had it appeared under the name of its real
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"As I observed at the beginning, the
whole is a matter of conjecture, but I think
the probability lies in favour of the
Testament, notwithstanding all Voltaires
objections."
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the Testament Politique bears in each page
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"But, Voltaire, I suppose, not attending
to the proper signification of the word
Epargne at this time to wit Tresor royal
understands by that term an annual
saving, that is to say, he suppose, that the
king having no debts put 35 millions yearly
into his coffers, to augment his treasurel[.]
shameful ignorance of the meaning of a
word in his own language." (T#E21HE)
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"This [---], and the whole reasoning of the
Cardinal upon to the methods of paying
them (which is as good as sir Robert
Walpole could have wrote) proves to me to
the clearest conviction, that this chapter, at
least, has been pen'd by a master in that
art. [---] whatever has called my attention,
proves to me the authenticity of it; both
from the mistaken notions of the Cardinal
as to several things, and the perspicuity of
his ideas upon others."
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asked, how it was possible the public
should have passed such an affront on the
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Gold and silver are the Tyrants of the
world.

There ought to be a proportion between
what the prince draws from his people and



what they can conveniently bear. It is
pedant[r]ly to maintain that a prince has no
right to draw money from his subjects; but
that he ought to content him self with the
possession of their hearts.

But none but flatterers (the pest of
society) can maintain; that he may draw
from them, justly, what ever he think fit;
and that their right extends in this
particular as far as their will.
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