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This study, based on a minute reading of Pascal’s Provincial Letters, shows two things :
firstly, both his defence of Arnauld and his rejection of the Jesuits’ moral make a thorough
use of the method he acquired from his scientific disputes ; and secondly, the core of his
argument lies in his criticism of adversaries’ language. In addition, some correlation, so far
unknown, between Provincial Letters and Pensées, can be pointed out by examining the

1deological context of the Jesuits’ theory of probabilism.
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