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MFFERR R OBEEE (330) : This study examined the roles of NGOs/civil society organizations (CSOs) in
the era of poverty reduction strategies (PRS) and aid effectiveness (AE), with the case study of a donor
country, Canada. While PRS/AE policy documents emphasized “ownership” of southern state
governments, NGOs/CSOs, claiming that they are independent actors “on their own right”, have
alternatively advocated “local and democratic ownership”. In Canada, the Conservative government has,
under the name of “aid effectiveness”, increasingly connected its aid policy with political, diplomatic
and commercial interests. Under such policy, tensions have risen between the government and
NGOs/CSOs.
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