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WFZER S OBEE (32) : Humans process spatial relations in two different ways. One is
Categorical processing, such as “A is above B”. The other is Coordinate processing, su
ch as “A and B are 5cm apart”. We theoretically predicted that narrow focus of atten
tion would benefit the categorical processing whereas wide focus would benefit the coo
rdinate processing. We conducted several experiments and concluded that the predictio
ns are well supported. This issue has important implications for hemispheric function
al asymmetries and object and face recognition research. We also conducted many oth
er experiments with our graduate students.
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Effects of the Global and Local Attention
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