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e R O E (330) : As the ratio of students who went on to middle schools
and girls’ middle schools was around 10% in the 1920s, it suggested that
students who attended these schools belonged to economically and
culturally privileged strata of society. It meant that their paths after
graduation, and further more, roles after marriage differed between man
and woman; man would attain social position and support his family as a
head of the family while woman undertake housework and childcare.
Considering these gender differences in role expectations, it was reasonably
expected that educational contents and the culture students come to contact
with in secondary education differed by gender. This study, however,
further reveals more various gender differences in education than it had
originally been expected. That is, through the analyses of the contents of
middle schools and girls’ middle schools textbooks and the articles on
educational magazines, this study reveals differences in specific educational
contents and the meaning of each subject beyond curricular differences
between the two schools.  Likewise, the analyses of boys’ and girls’
magazines the students of each school read reveal the implications of
“boyishness” and “girlishness,” and differences in the perceptions of
friendship. These findings have not been fully examined in previous
studies; therefore, the significance of this study is that it specifically reveals
these realities of gender in secondary education.
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