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TR OBEEE (3£30) : 1) The expression of RAGE mRNA was lower in normal liver than in
hepatitis and highest in HCC. Furthermore, in HCC, it was high in well- and moderately
differentiated tumors but declined as tumors dedifferentiated to poorly differentiated HCC.
Furthermore, HCC lines resistant to hypoxia were found to have higher levels of RAGE
expression, and RAGE transfectant also showed significantly prolonged survival under
hypoxia. Our results suggest that HCC during the early stage of tumorigenesis with less
blood supply may acquire resistance to stringent hypoxic milieu by hypoxia-induced RAGE
expression. 2) Loss of RAGE expression may play an important role in the progression of
esophageal squamous cell carcinoma. Evaluation of the expression of RAGE could be useful
for determining the tumor properties, including those associated with prognosis, in
patients with esophageal squamous cell carcinoma. 3) The presence of RAGE might
suppress HIF-1a protein expression, which in turn might induce an anti-apoptosis effect in
RAGE-transfected Cos7 cells. Moreover, the p53 suppression induced by HIF-1a may lead
to malignant potential in RAGE-transfected Cos7 cells.
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