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MR RO (3£30) : We performed a questionnaire survey regarding the present
status of critical hemorrhage/blood transfusion occurring in the operating room on an
institutional scale and individual blood transfusion management in cases of massive
hemorrhage (> 5,000 ml) in hospitals with > 500 beds and those with an accredited
Department of Anesthesiology regarded as regional hospitals. Thirty-seven hundred
forty-eight patients with massive hemorrhage were registered between 2006 and 2008.
Although the mortality rate of these patients was 19%, ABO-compatible red blood cell
transfusion was performed only 1.4% of these patients. Publication of the “Guidelines
for the Management of Critical Hemorrhage” in 2007 has not promoted
ABO-compatible red blood cell transfusion yet. Although ABO-compatible red blood
cell was transfused in eighty-three patients regardless of the amount of blood loss, this
transfusion management was not associated with hemolytic reactions. Because the
major reason to avoid ABO-compatible red blood cell transfusion was fear of hemolytic
reactions, enlightening the safety of ABO-compatible red blood cell transfusion seemed
to be mandatory.
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