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WFFER RO (330) : D We investigated the state of preparedness of the 47 Japanese
prefectures and 47 dental associations regarding the dental health care response during
disasters. Provision of systems of reciprocal organizational collaboration was limited, and only
27.3% of prefectures and 48.4% of dental associations had established plans for addressing
dental health care needs during disasters. Thus, the preparation of manuals not only for care
during emergency situations but also for aiding disaster victims to regain a sense of normalcy
remains an issue.

@ Early oral care intervention in disaster areas is essential in order to prevent respiratory
infections. Dental health care support may also help victims regain a sense of normalcy. In the
midst of the confusion following a major disaster, methods for publicizing information
regarding dental treatment should be identified in order to help victims obtain the necessary
dental treatment.

(@ Consideration of chewing and swallowing function in victims living in disaster areas is
essential for improving their eating habits. The victims tend to store different types of food

depending on their swallowing function status.



@ In disaster areas, besides suffer from injuries, a lot of stress arise dental care demands
afresh. We regard the dental disaster prevention measures as for dental treatment supplies and
dental health activities there. The aim of dental hygiene education is to promote positive
attitudes toward and awareness of dental health care following disasters through the

application of dental hygiene techniques learned during training courses, while at the same

time being sensitive to the psychology of disaster victims.
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