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The purpose of this study was to clarify various moral dilemmas concerning living donor
liver transplantation (LDLT) and construct models to deal with the moral dilemmas. For
the study, interviews were conducted with thirteen clinical transplant coordinators (CTC)
in Japan and the U.S.. The result of the interviews clarified the multileveled structure
of the subjects’ dilemmas involving various ethical principles and different values.
Therefore, the following models to deal with their moral dilemmas were constructed; a
basic model, in which it was necessary to perform an LDLT (including information providers
and advocators who supported the donors in their decision—making) and an applied model,
in which it was used in the situation of the moral dilemmas (including securing the time
and the place for an LDLT, justification for medical paternalism, donors’ authority to
do cooling—off, guarantee of free will in their decision—making, intervention in dynamic
relations in their family, confidentiality of information and intervention in their

noncompliance).
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Questions through the interviewee’ s
clinical experience of transplantation
(DHave you confronted with any ethical

problems of transplantation?
@What were the ethical problems?

-The reason why you thought they were

ethical problems

-Your ideas to human rights and dignity

-Ethical dilemmas in those problems
@ Could you describe details of the

problems/situation in which you found

ethical dilemmas?

-When, where, and  how  they

happened---stories, if possible

-QOL of recipients, living donors, or their

families at that time

-Treatment given to recipients
@What did you think in those situations?

-Values of donors/recipients ---any change

through peri-operative period

-Values of doctors, nurses, and the
medical center
-Social and economical support to

donors/recipients
-Impacts on community and society
(®How did you act in those situations?
-With whom you consulted
® Do you think that your action was
appropriate in those situations?
-Reasons why you think it was
appropriate or not
-Any other possible actions
(MWhat should be done in order to improve
their ability of decision making when
transplant coordinators face to ethical
problems?
-Education, organization, system---etc.
The interviewee’ s comprehensive ideas of
living organ transplantation
(DIdeas of living organ transplantation
@What can be done in order to improve
transplantation for the sake of
recipients/donors?
-Social network/system, special wards for
transplantation---etc.
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