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SCCAL1 is the member of the clade B serpin and is an inhibitor of cysteine proteases,
cathepsin (cat) K, L, and S. However its physiologic function in HNSCC is unknown.
Recent studies demonstrated that the expression of SCCA1 was increasing in HNSCC.
We hypothesized that altered expression of SCCAL in HNSCC could contribute to
block the protease activity and investigated whether SCCA1 could make the complex
with the new protease in HNSCC.

In this study, however, we could not find any new proteases which could make the
complex with SCCAL protein. Further examination is necessary to conclude that
SCCAI1 can block the new protease in patients with HNSCC.
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